
Elephants are the keepers of ancient secrets, 
for they walked the world when it was new.

In Tennessee  

ANNUAL REPORT 2003

The nation’s first natural-habitat refuge for
endangered Asian and African elephants.

The Elephant Sanctuary
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African Elephant 
Habitat Expansion

Completed African elephant
house and fencing, enclosed
300 acres in 2003
Upper section fencing 
projected for winter 2005

Present Asian 
Elephant Habitat
Current home of the
Sanctuary’s eight Asian
elephants 

Education Center
Designed by renowned 
architect Manuel Zeitlin.
Completion date: summer 2006

Asian Elephant 
Habitat Expansion
Fencing to be completed by
spring 2004, elephant house to
be completed by spring 2005

The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee
Expanded from 200 acres to 2,700 total acres in 2003

•

•

••

•
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Located in the gently rolling hills of 

middle Tennessee, The Elephant Sanctuary

is the only natural-habitat refuge of its

kind designed specifically for Asian and

African elephants. A landscape of seeded

pastures, dense woodlands, a spring-fed

lake and ponds fed by year-round streams

is now a haven for sick and needy 

elephants retired from zoos and circuses. 

The
Elephant
Sanctuary

Our mission is to:
• Provide a spacious and rich environment in which captive

elephants can freely exercise their true nature; a place where

they are treated with respect and minimal intrusion. 

• Support non-invasive research; practice progressive methods

of management and care with resident elephants.

• Share knowledge about captive elephants through education

and consultation.

• Collaborate with organizations working to improve the 

conditions of all elephants worldwide.

Message from the Director
People from all walks of life are fascinated with 
elephants.  We cannot imagine a world without them.
This is why The Elephant Sanctuary is desperate to
change conditions that threaten the welfare and 
existence of this ancient species both in captivity and 
in the wild.

The Sanctuary offers a space for captive elephants to 
discover their true nature, recover from neglect, and
reconnect to the natural world.  The example we set for
the care of elephants can be duplicated in other captive
situations here and abroad.  Through outreach programs
we educate people about the needs of captive elephants,
provide veterinary care to hundreds of these displaced
giants, and work to reclaim and preserve their wild
homelands. Through education and identification of
opportunities that can reestablish vital elephant habitat
in the wild, we are working to empower YOU to make 
a difference.  Join us in our efforts to ensure that this
species will once more walk the earth in peace and 
dignity…free.

Sincerely,

Carol Buckley
Co-Founder/Executive Director
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Providing Sanctuary
2003 proved— once again—how critical the need

for our sanctuary is.  We were called upon to 

provide refuge for two suffering elephants.  In late

spring the Sanctuary was approached about Tina, a

33 year-old Asian elephant living alone and suffering

from a life-threatening foot disease.  The Greater

Vancouver Zoo in British Columbia, Canada had

housed Tina all her life, but Zoo staff recognized

their facilities were not meeting Tina’s needs. The

Zoo decided to move Tina to the best environment

possible, the Sanctuary, and we were delighted to

welcome her to the herd.  In late fall we were 

contacted about Delhi, a 57 year-old Asian elephant

who had spent her entire life performing in circuses.

In March 2002, while in the care of an

Illinois–based company that leases elephants to 

circuses, Delhi sustained severe chemical burns to

both front legs when undiluted formaldehyde was

used to soak her feet.  Nearly two years later, based

on Delhi’s rapidly deteriorating condition, the

United States Department of Agriculture arranged

for her confiscation and transfer to the Sanctuary.

This unprecedented decision by the USDA gives us

hope for other elephants living in abusive captive

environments. With room to roam, the opportunity

to move at will and access to innovative and diligent

health care, both Tina and Delhi are recovering and

enjoying their new home.

Program 
Areas

The Sanctuary 
The Elephant Sanctuary occupies 2,700 acres, making it the nation’s largest natural habitat refuge developed to
meet the special needs of elephants.  Currently eight female Asian elephants are thriving on the property. Three
female African elephants are scheduled to take up residency in February 2004 in a separate but adjacent habitat
built expressly for their species.  Future plans include fencing the entire perimeter, construction of a new Asian
barn and the erection of warming huts that will give these gentle giants full use of their expanded habitat. 

Tina

Delhi
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Separate Space
Our mammoth expansion from a 200-acre habitat to a 2,700-acre natural 

preserve means that for the first time African elephants will call The Elephant

Sanctuary home. 

The preserve has been divided with separate habitat and facilities for each

species.  This is appropriate since African and Asian elephants would never

meet in the wild; they are completely different species with different languages,

behaviors and dietary needs.

Volunteer Day Program & Internships 
In 2003 over 100 volunteers participated in our new Volunteer Day program, including college students 
participating in this popular alternative spring break opportunity. The Volunteer Day program allows individuals
and groups to be directly involved in the Sanctuary’s growth while immersing themselves in an inspiring 
wilderness setting. The Sanctuary’s on going Internship program was equally successful in 2003.  Designed to
instill respect for elephants and for all life, the Internship program also provides the Sanctuary with much needed
assistance. Interns and volunteers work under the guidelines of the Sanctuary’s non-invasive management 
philosophy, which restricts them from direct physical contact or verbal interactions with the elephants. At the
Sanctuary, observation is the key to learning. Silence is encouraged while in the presence of elephants. Interns and
volunteers are challenged to quiet their voice and learn through their eyes, ears, heart, soul, and mind. 

www.elephants.com,
our award-winning web site

provides a fountain of 

information about our work

and the status of elephants

around the world. Our site

offers program descriptions

and updates, downloadable

educational materials as well

as links to current elephant

welfare information. 

www.tappedintoelephants.com

uses live streaming video to

provide an around-the-clock

window into sanctuary life

so visitors can observe with-

out disturbing the 

elephants. It attracts 

over 21 million 

hits a year. 

Education about elephants and the crisis they face is a critical component of The Elephant
Sanctuary’ mission. We reach millions of people annually through the internet, videoconferencing, live 
streaming video, the media, and documentaries about our work. Sanctuary staff also conducts outreach 
education in the U.S. and overseas.

Video teleconference visit with inner city students
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A State-of-the-Art 
African Elephant House

and fencing enclosing 300 acres of natural habitat was completed in
December 2003. This enormous accomplishment meets our goal of
providing an environment which resembles an elephants’ home range;
a habitat of complexity and size that satisfies their physical and 
psychological requirements.  

The spacious new African elephant house is rich in natural lighting
and perfectly suited to a species that spends most of its time outdoors.
The building is designed to conserve precious natural resources while
providing a functional and ele-friendly environment.

A focus on non-invasive

research and education
is at the heart of The Elephant

Sanctuary’s mission. We strive

to provide a setting that permits

quality scientific research,

contributing to improved 

elephant welfare in captivity

and to the survival of wild 

elephants. In addition, the

Elephant Sanctuary has 

pioneered a non-dominant

management style called Passive

Control.  At the Sanctuary we

do not dictate or try to control

elephants’ behavior; instead we

strive to support and encourage

their natural activities. Sharing

our alternative humane

approach to captive elephant

care and management with

other elephant caregivers unites

our education and 

research programs. 

A night view — A perfect combination of function and ingenuityEcological and elephant friendly African Elephant House

African elephants wallowing in the mud
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International 
Elephant 
Assistance

The Elephant Sanctuary 

supports several efforts benefiting 

captive and wild elephants in Asia.

Captive Elephant Health 
Care Program 
is a grass roots endeavor aimed at improving
the health and welfare of captive elephants in
Asia. The Sanctuary is the sole supporter of
this program which brings much needed 
veterinary care and medical supplies to hundreds
of working elephants in northern India.

The Elephant Nature Park 
is Thailand’s only sanctuary for abused and
abandoned Asian elephants and the Sanctuary’s
newest assistance project. In 2003 the
Sanctuary underwrote a portion of the cost to
feed the Park’s 15 elephants.

Asian Elephant Habitat Program addresses
the leading cause of the decline in wild elephant 
populations—loss of habitat. The goal is to slow habitat
degradation and reclaim once viable elephant habitat so
that elephants can lead normal lives. Strategies include
teaching alternative job skills and relocating non-
indigenous people who have taken up residence in 
elephant home ranges. 

The Human-Elephant Conflict Project
carried out by the Nature Conservation Foundation
and supported by the Sanctuary has uncovered much
information about elephant movements, corridors, and
conflict with people in the Anamalai hills in the
Western Ghats of India.  The Anamalai contains the
second largest population of endangered Asian 
elephants in India. This information is critical to the
conservation effort.

Dr. Sharma of the Captive Elephant
Health Care Program

A family of wild elephants that benefit from Sanctuary support
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2003 was a year of unprecedented growth for the Sanctuary. The purchase of 1840 acres of undeveloped land

bordering our property completed the final phase of our land expansion. The construction of a state-of-the-art

African elephant house and completion of additional fencing of the property now enables us for the first time

to provide sanctuary for African elephants while expanding the habitat for our Asian elephants. The Sanctuary’s

ecological and elephant friendly facilities provide essential comfort, security and freedom for the elephants

while offering an opportunity to demonstrate progressive methods of care and management. 

2003
Land and Facilities
• Acquired 1,840 additional  acres
• Completed construction of a five-stall, state-of-the-art African elephant house
• Fenced an additional 300 acres with the double fencing system
Education
• Installed 3 miles of fiber optic line for field cameras used for behavioral observation and internet education
• Added an additional elephant observation camera to our EleCam system for internet education and video 

teleconferencing with schools all over the world
Elephant Care
• Rescued two endangered Asian elephants
• Implemented innovative elephant health care treatments for elephants suffering from life threatening osteomyelitis
• Underwrote mobile health care clinic for captive elephants in northern India
Research
•  Underwrote field research studying gender ratios and herd reproduction health of wild elephants in northern India
•  Continued collecting behavioral data of free-ranging captive elephants in a natural habitat environment
Financial
•  Launched an on-going capital campaign; introduced the VIP Pledge Program
•  Increased our membership by 5,000
Staff
•  Developed a three member office staff support team
•  Established Volunteer Days with over 100 participants
•  Hired a Project Manager
•  Added two additional keepers to our elephant care team
Awareness/Advocacy
•  Issued three Sanctuary newsletters
• Published first Annual Report
•  Supported Tennessee legislation to ban performing elephants in the state
•  Featured in Smithsonian Magazine, CNN.com, The Chicago Tribune, The Christian Science Monitor, Glamour Magazine, Current

Science Magazine, Science Spin, Petlife, The Tennessean, Las Vegas Review Journal, The Detroit Free Press, American Profile, American
Wellness Magazine, Guideposts Magazine, The National Enquirer, Channelone.com, Vancouver Sun, Evansville Courier and Press,
Times-Republican, The Globe and Mail, Ottawa Citizen, Daily News, The Hamilton Spectator, The Langley Times, Canada.com, The
Province, Tennessee Connections, Lewis County Herald, Maine Sunday Telegram, Lewiston Sun Journal 

A Bright Future
The past nine years have been filled with great successes and the future looks bright. Thanks to the land and facilities 
expansion the Sanctuary is on schedule to welcome three African elephants in 2004. This expansion will enable us to 
provide for as many as 100 elephants in need. Plans are underway for a multi-faceted education complex that allows 
for non-invasive observation and education.

Accomplishments
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Corporate Officers & Directors
Carol Buckley is co-founder,

President, and Executive
Director of The Elephant

Sanctuary. She helps to care 
for the eight resident 

elephants, consults on elephant
care and management, 

runs the Sanctuary’s business
office, organizes elephant 

acquisitions, and develops 
and implements educational 

programs for the public. 
She is a well-known speaker 

on elephant care.

Scott Blais is co-founder,
Vice President, Facilities
Director and the primary
caretaker for the resident 
elephants at The Elephant
Sanctuary. He directs the
operation of the natural 
habitat refuge. Scott has been
instrumental in the design
and construction of the
Sanctuary's two state-of-the-
art elephant houses and its
administrative office, as well
as miles of Sanctuary fencing.
He also aids in implementing
public education.

Leslie Pon Tell Schreiber,
serves on the Board of

Directors. Before retiring
Leslie served as Co-Director

of Ontario’s Bowmanville
Zoo and was the Instructor’s

Assistant Director of
Moorpark College’s Exotic

Animal Training &
Management Program. She

lives in Tiburon, California.

Hank Sherwood serves as
Secretary/Treasurer and Executive

Council member. He is founder and
retired CEO of the advertising

agency, Gish, Sherwood & Friends,
Inc. He lives in Nashville, Tennessee.

Executive Council
Jean Buchanan

Nashville, Tennessee

Katy Chudacoff
Franklin, Tennessee

Debbie Emory
Hermitage, Tennessee

Herbert Fox, Jr.
Nashville, Tennessee

Judi Hayes
Mt. Juliet, Tennessee

Douglas Henry
Nashville, Tennessee

Shawn Kay
Nashville, Tennessee

Lois Knight
Nashville, Tennessee

Judy Jones
Nashville, Tennessee

Jutta Maue-Kay
Franklin, Tennessee

Judith Newby
Nashville, Tennessee

Mary Anne Nyquist
Nashville, Tennessee

Cynthia Smythe
Nashville, Tennessee

Carolyn Stalcup
Brentwood, Tennessee

Susan Stewart
Nashville, Tennessee

Janet Turner
Hohenwald, Tennessee

Patsy Weigel
Nashville, Tennessee

Janice Zeitlin
Nashville, Tennessee

Sandra Estes, serves on the
Board of Directors. She is the
Senior Loan Officer of Union
Planters Bank. She lives in
Hohenwald, Tennessee.
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Summary of Financial Activities 2002

Public Support & Revenues
Public Support 959,439
Other Revenues 230,554

Total Public Support and Revenue 1,189,993

Expenses & Losses
Program Services 620,597
Supporting Services

Management and General 36,669
Fundraising 24,299
Total Supporting Services 59,968

Total Program and Supporting Services 680,565

Realized and Unrealized Gains and Losses on Investments 10,277

Total Expenses and Losses 690,842

Increase in Net Assets 499,151

Net Assets – beginning of year 1,316,356

Net Assets – end of year $1,815,507

(Audited) 

Support
Operation of The Elephant Sanctuary 

would not be possible without the help of our 
25,000 members, volunteers and donors 

who support us at every level.

Major Donors
Ahali Elephants
Ahimsa Foundation
Ms. Leslie Christodoulopoulos
Gary Fink
Chrysalis Foundation
Nadine E. Downey
Susan Gimbel
Kricos.com
William Schaffner & Lois Knight
Carol M. Lane
Moses.com
Estate of Will Neahr
NIB Foundation
T & T Family Foundation
Tappedinto.com
The Aslan Foundation
The Estate of William Walker
The Maria C. Williams Estate
The Max & Victoria Dreyfus Foundation
The Offield Family Foundation
The Roberts Foundation

The growing herd at The Elephant Sanctuary.
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Benefactors ($5,000 – 9,999)
Bellsouth
Born Free Foundation
Charles Colao
Lisa K. Collins
Pamela W. Logan
Maury Fence Co. of Tennessee
Pamela Myers
Park Foundation Inc.
Piedmont Financial Company, Inc.
Jody Stickney
Andrew Sussman
The Community Foundation of 

Middle  Tennessee
The Landis B. Gullett Charitable Trust
Ted & Sheila Weschler

Patrons ($1,000 – 4,999)
Clint  Anderson  
Stephanie Abrams  
Alliance for Elephants 
Jack Allocco 
Sophie Alweis 
Robert & Barbara Anderlik 
Byron Appel  
Appleby Foundation 
Pamela Koppie Austrich
Robert W. Baggett 
Ronald and Sally Ball 
Sally D. Banks 
Shirley B. Barnes 
Carol Bartunek 
Fred B. Bearen, III & Associates 
Rob Beers  
Benjamin J. Rosenthal Foundation 
Jordan & Sarah Berlin 
Anthony Braunagel and Lisa Drew
Clare Breidenich 
John & Dore Broderick 
Mary Susan Butch 
William and Jill Carlberg 
Clint and Patricia Carter 
Ram Challa 
Betty and Thomas Chears 
Thomas and Judi Clay  
Community Television Foundation 
Lawnie Conlon 
Brian & Laurie Conroy 
Sandra L. Cooley 
Becky Cooper 
William Cowan 
Jean Cullen  
Custom Interiors and Supply Co. Inc 
Holly Dobberpuhl 
Renee Dougherty 
Athena Dunn 
Susan E. Durham 
Helen V. Eades 
Robert Egerman 
Catherine Elliott 
Dennis & Karyn Elliott 
Laurie and Steven Eskind 
First Data Corporation  
Virginia Floyd 
Malcolm Steve Forbes, Jr.
Mark and Karen Fortenberry 
Chip & Annette Fox 
Pamela A. Frarance  
James Gainfort 
Betty L. Grote 
Julie & Tom Hanes 
Edward Harris 
Donna Hartman 
W.J. and Patricia Hayes 
Helping Hands Foundation
DeLoyd and Heidi Hochstetter 
Hubert N. Hoffman III 
Keith Holaway
Summer Humphries 
Francis & Bobby Ibarra 
Helen Joffrion  
John Albee Realty Inc. 
Julianne Johnson 
Allison Kelly
Portia Cornell & Lynne Kimmel 

Jim and Catherine Lancaster 
Sharon Langford 
Gloria and Ted Laroche 
Shay Lawson 
Bettie B. Lee 
Nevalyn Otten and Evalyn Leibow
Tim Lunsford & Lynn Litchy 
Yolanda Maciejewski 
Burke & Glenna Magee 
Ms. Emily Magid 
Paula & W. Mahoney 
Victoria Marone
Tim Mather 
Cory Mauldin 
Julie J. McCown
Meadow West Drive Neighborhood Children  
Microsoft Giving Campaign 
Yvette Miller 
Barbara Milligan 
Mary Jean Morris 
Mary Swanson & Peter Murray
Mohan Nair 
Leta Newgarden
NMS Property Services Corp. 
Kevin O'Connell
Pangaea
Anne Pattee  
PETA 
Gail Pickert 
Dr. & Mrs. Doug & Barbara Pierce 
Constance M. Plumb 
Mary Porter 
Bernice Rappel 
Barbara Tomkins Ridgely 
Debra Ann Rikli  
Rosemary & Ted Lassiter Foundation 
Cole Rowan 
Richard Rubin
Doreen Rudnick 
William Scheft, Jr. 
Sandy Schilingo 
Dr & Mrs. Herbert Schulman 
Karen McKain and Arnold Shapiro
Joel and Laura Shellhase 
Shettler Elementary School
Jeff & Darcy Silver
Linda H. Simpson 
Barbara Smith & Dan Sullivan 
Jacquelynn Stephens 
Frances Stevenson
Sulica Fund 
Jennifer Sullivan 
Jennifer Swofford 
Kim Taylor  
The Brown Foundation, Inc  
The Estes Family
The Gaea Foundation        
The Greater Vancouver Zoo
The Kay Family Trust 
The Oakland Zoo
The Phase Foundation  
The Paulus Foundation
The Selma Oritt Foundation
Thomas Research, Inc.  
Tides Foundation 
David Trautvetter
Universal Music Group 
Mary B. Valentine 
P. Jean and Richard VanCamp  
Vista Makai Foundation 
Elena and Josep Vitti 
Horatio B. & Willie J. Buntin Foundation
Kelly Wallace
Henry G. Weaver, Jr. 
Bob and Patsy Weigel 
Gloria B. Weintrub
Susan M. West 
Pat and Alison Wiers 
A. Christy Williams 
Lanette Williams 
Frank and Marilyn Williamson
Sadye Wilson 
Working Assets Grantmaking Fund
Eleanora M. Worth 
Karen Wortley 
Catherine Wray 

Drew and Heidi Wright  
Youth Development Foundation 
Jamie Yvars 
The Happy Cow Inc.

Sustainers ($500-999)
Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 
Susan Scott Foundation
The Chansoo & Elizabeth Joung Foundation
Midland Federal 
Lappen Family Foundation
Eileen Abbott
Mitch and Kathy Albert
Wayne and Donna Ambrous
Sherry Arledge
Nicole Aronson
Shirley J. Ashley
Mr. & Mrs. William Baird
Virginia R. Barnett
William C. Bartels
Yvette Barton
Tanya and Michael Bauer
Becky Bayless
Susan Bayless
Audrey & Virginia Bell
Ernest E. & Mary Bloxsom
Carol A. Bolton
Patricia L. Bon-Smith
Barbara Borchardt
Gary and Cheryl Bosak
Jason & Alicia Bouldin
Gail F. Bowman
Jennifer Walker Brewer
The Briskin Family
Dr & Mrs. Rober Bunnen
Melissa Bunnen
Kevin Reilly & Sheila Burns
David A. Bush
Jean Byassee
Susan Carrick
Frank Hu & Susie Chang
Jerome & Susan Chodorov
Rhoda A. Christopher
James G. Clark
Heather Clarkson
Lawrence Coffman
John Cohee
Richard Cohen
John & Marcia Coll
Barbara Colvin
The Community Foundation of 

Greater Memphis
William R. Comstock
Helen Coughlin
Sidney Craven
Vicki Crumpton
Suzanne Cummings
Shelley and Ric Dalley
Ann L. Davidson
Craig Davidson
Sydney Dawson
Amy Dean
Robin and Dick Derrickson
L. Robert DeSanctis
Joseph E. Dolcini
Lisa Drew
Constance K. Duprey
Marcia Duvall
Ann Tutwile Dwyer
Thomas Elliott
Julia Feliciano
Toni Davison & Susanne Feller
Samantha Fox
Ruth Freeman
Jeffrey and Jan Gale
Monica Ganssle
Granite Hills High School
Lynn Kraszewski
Axel W. and Francina Gringmuth
Douglas and Margaretann Haag
Shirleyann Haveson
David and Judit Hayes
Valarie, Stephen & Cyrus Hays
Norris and Joan Hekimian
Louise Hendon
Nora Henness

Ashley and Doug Henry
Rebecca & Ronald Hischier
Peter Holmes
Lauren A. Horwitz
John J. Hourihan
Wayne Ingram 
Steven N. Jacobson
Michael Kang
Elizabeth Kantanen
Lillian Kase 
Robert & Bettyalice Kinder
Tina S. Kracke
Todd Lane
Rosemary Lassiter
Jennifer Lee
Hans W. Liepmann
Joan-Ellen Macredis
Michael & Donna Mahoney
Frank & Sara Maisano
JoAnn Marchi
Ruth Ann Matheson
Cheryl D. Matthews
Terri W. McAlister
Donna M. McCormack
Susan K. McGill
Nancy McGlothlin
Jose G. Moniz 
Dennis & Sharon Monroe
Margaret A. Montana, M.D
Betty Moree 
Catherine Morton 
Anand Narayan 
Scott C. Neely
Randy & Kristin Nesbitt
Dian M. Netherland
Chrystine Nicholas
North Grove Elementary School
Mary Anne & Steven Nyquist
Pauline Groh & Thelma Oberholtzer
Joanne Overleese
Ann Paxton
Vivian F. Perry
Barbara S. Peters
Wendi Powell
Kairos Designs 
Victoria Heil a Raefsky
Mike Rice
Wendy Roberts
Brother William Roberts, CSSR
Paul & Mildred Robinson 
Heber and Fran Rogers
Marta Rottman
Royster Chapter Roots & Shoots 
The Schechter Foundation
Ginny Shambarla
Leslie Sherman
Henry & Weezie Sherwood, Jr.
Crea Sielbeck 
SiliconGraphics
Judith Smith
Marcella Smith
Charles H. Smith, Jr.
David and Cynthia Smythe
Pamela Stevens
Sandra Sutherland
Robert Taylor
Susan Neuman Taylor
Kensett F. Teller
Mary Timm
Susan A.Trout
Bill & AnnVanderbilt
Yvonne M. Vitense
Coreen Walker
Nancy H. Walters
Mary T. Walton
Billy Weber
Anne Weintraub
Elena West
Westwood Humane Service
Nancy J. Wetmore
CWO4 John Wheeler
Samara & Elvin Whitesides
Warren Spector & Margaret Whitton
Leigh Wolfsthal
Shirley Zeitlin
Zila Nutraceuticals, Inc.



P. O. Box 393
Hohenwald, Tennessee 38462

931-796-6500 
931-796-4810 (fax)
info@elephants.com

www.elephants.com




