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By LI oarmeman

LE THIS UNDER “just when you think thet you've
Fbu.un.l everything” | recently bad dinner with

same friemls wha were very enthusiasise about a
wehsite that they hasl seen—wwweelephants.com, Our
friends are very socially active and had recently became
comecermed about the treatment of Asian elephants
throughout the world, and particularly in the United
States. [t scems that many clephants are brought to the
LS. o perfoem in circuses and shows, and once past
Beeeding age are abandened. Worse, many elephants are
abused throughout their “careers” resulting in years of
sulfering. This can be for a very long time as elephants
aften have a Bl span of 80 or more years. Our (rends
were very impressed with the effonts of a groupin
Tennessee 1o rehabilitate Asian ebephants who had been
abused, Fair encugh, let’s move on to dessert, Then the
comment camee, “They use hemeopathy you know,”
Held the coffee. Hemwopathy? On elephants?

A lisele imternet surfing and Dwas b 1o Lot Tapp, a
veterinarian and graduate of the University of Flosida,
whe cardy in her carcer hadd an interest in scupumctire,
In the carly 1980 she met Den Hamilton, DV, in
Asheville, Nerth Carolina, and read George Vithoalkas'
text, The Science of Homeeparhy. It was not long until she
was off to stucdy with hemseopathic veterinarian Riclhard
Pitcairn, DV, in 1903 and 1994 and then to work with
De. Pitcairn in his practice until 1996,

Arcund that time, Loei was told by some lriends
about Carol Buckley, a foemser elephant trainer whe had
mace the decision te belp preserve the lves of female
Asian elephants in the 1.5, Carcol Buckley had trained
am then cwned an clephant named Tarm, She was so
deeply affected by her relationship with Tarra and the
plight ol other Asian elephants that she was moved to
act. Buckley was able to obtain 800 acres of land
surraunaded by a 3000-acre "buflfer zone” outside
Holsnwakl Tennessee, opening the Eleplant Sancuary
in 1995, The fcility currently has six ressdente. 11 s oo
open tothe public, although you cn "visit” it on the
internet, The reason that the public is not invived,
accarding to Carol Buckley, is that the objective of the
Eacility is to create as natural an environment as possis
ble. Buckley's Excility is a true sanctuary where the
elephant residents can ferm tleeir own secial bonds and
comminites without human interference. It s a place
where they can be psyehologically and emotionally at
resl. Caral netes that it takes about 185,000 properly
imvested to keegran elephant ae her Beility—this

includes a cost of about $60/day for food alone,
Elephants have varied dicts: 5% of their diet consists
of grazed grasses, leaves, wild berries, vines, bamboa
(eane}, root plants, amd wild vegetation. The remaining
25% of their diet consists of timathy hay, specally for-
mulated elephant grain, rolled oats, ground corm, aml
assorted produce. A full-grewn Asian elephant eats
approximately 1530=200 pounds of food and drinks
=50 gallons of water every day. Beth Asian and
African elephants will walk 50 miles daily in search of
fooud, water, and preferred climate.

S, Lori Tapg macle contact with Carol Bueckley.
Buckley asked Tapp 1o lelp her treat some acute cases
with her “girls.” So, how do you take an elephant'’s cuse?

Ior, Tapp reposts that eleplamts are both very intelli-
gent anad creative, 18 is not a myth that ebephants have
the ability to remember, and to form deep social and
cmational bonds with both peaple and ather elephants
over lomg periods of time, Elephants” cases are taken the
samie a5 any ether organisms that communicate without
expressive spoken language. e Tapp notes that the
elepluants all have specilic persanalities, routines, and
habits that they exhibit when they ase well anc happy.
She abserves deviatians from thess norms as symp-
tonms. Tapp and Buckley can list common symprams,
chief comiplaints, as well as peculiaritics and modalitics
cach time an elephant is unwell. Typécal cases among
the herd include colics that have been treated with poly-
chirests including Colchécar and Chamonilla, a5 well as
emotional traumas that have responded o Palrarilla,
Ignatta, Acowite, aml Steamovii. D, Tapp abso points
out that the elephants are prone o abscesses that have
been sucvessfully created with Silfene.
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Elephants, like humans, may change their behavior
as they heal. Tapp and Buckley both reparted on the
history of Tarra, a female Asian elephant who they
described as lonely and bored. Buckley was locking for

elephants? My parting question for Lori was—what was
the: strangest organism she'’s ever treated. “A spider! Have
you ever tried to take a spider’s case?™

Soe you in the pharmacy! &

an emodional outlet for Tarra and=—this is trie—
decider] to provide the elephant with paintbrushes,
paint, and large paper. Tarra could do representaticonal
painting=—in fzct she was becoming known for paint-
ings of irkscs. Later, another female, Jenny, was intro-
duced into the herd. Tarra and Jenny formed a bod
with one another and, curiously, Tarra never picked up
a brush again. Her emotional need was apparently flled
through contact with ancther elephant. Similar types of
ehanior changes were observed after sdministration of
praperly prescribed homeopathic medicines,

| askeed D Tapp how the medicines were adminis-
tered to the clephants. She noted, “Elephants are easy!
Cat= are hardest. A cat will spit out anything except the
smuallest homeopathic pellets. Elephants will easily take
a homeogathic remedy mixed with their food.” And 5o,
the herd is desed as necessary with medicines put right
i thedr foocd.

Dr. Tapp is back in Morth Caroling now and works
with her Tennessee chephants mostly by phone——Carol
Busckley abserves and reports symptoms. | asked D,
Tapp bow she gets along with the bocal Veterinary Brard
in North Carolina. She ohserved, “The Vet Beand is great,
they even let me use homeopathic conferences for contin-
wing education eredits.” I wonder if they kiow alsout the

Jenny’s story

envy, born in 1968, spent her entine captiva life porform-

Ing in clrcuses. In January 1882, aftar r-pgndl-rrunnlng

: I'W-I-ffl’ﬂl'l har trainers during circus performances, she was

sent 1o 8 breeding facility in llinois. Four months later, Jenny

mln-dawlnuhglnhwuumbynhﬂlwm
ddnolrmiulrmmfmhrlrﬁuw Mlmmm;p-nm
 butozone, & pain killer,

‘ Ona year Iater, daclared “yseless” as a breeder, she was

; sold to a small traveling circus. Competing for foad with the

ather elephants and trying to balance hersell in the moving

trailer shon took its toll, Sha deteriorated to the point where
Inading Inmmﬁdﬂmﬁwm:mﬂrlmpuulbb.hn'

result, she was loft inside the slaphant traller most of the, tima. |

. In April 1595, Mﬂl’sw dwlcladalmmu mrthlm‘
" and dumped her st a dilapidated animal shalter mﬂui

 Las Vagas. When Jenny arrived, she was severely undumulum
: nntuningmﬁurhn‘lm wh-ddwﬂnmdﬂunnhlmm i
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wehich is life-threatening if untreated. She was exposed to
Eabow-freezing weather and put in chains at night dun to inade-
quote facllities.

On September 11, 1986, Janny arrived at the Elephant Sanc-
tuary and took her first step 1o freedam. Afraid and shy at first,

i ﬂlh\liilbl'r ralaxad whan Tarta I:maSanduary‘s first resident)

nunmr mnm Jenny’s head wﬂh her trenk and finally coaxed

. and m_ﬂ this obvious ﬁap_hl_y of comfor and love, Thanks to
" homeapath Dr. Lorl Tapp and the staff at The Elephant Sanctu-
. ary, her health is now much improved and her leg has healed.

 Thiat's the good nows—the reality [s that The Elephant

Sanctuary has anly raised one half of the funds necessary to
* support Jenny's basic long-ferm care, feeding, and medical

_treatment. To learn more about helping Janny and other Asian

-alaptmrn. sea mﬂmnmmarndl (931} T96-6500,
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