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!-l:l@ of hard life was Ttu.ul th:.T glr“’ w i

one year ald, the Asian u!:.pﬂ*i WS e

ng_:uped rom her nmlh_u 1"“; cnded
family and brought to the United
States to begin a lifeof living in zoo
after zoo, suffering cramped spaces, o
near-death expericnce and even abuse
at the hands of some of her kegpers.

In 1981, she was, one of thefanimals
SWepl away ﬁ'ﬂn(\ the Frank Buck Zoo
in Gainesville, Tdxas, in record flotd
waters. She Was esumed deady but
when ﬂmtlw"ul.r'-. 1g.m (] a.pct.‘dc p 4
SOmenne 1pnl;_t1.:d |:'||:.I‘ lruul-: W 1p[hnl *
around a free limb. L 'n.hh the mllj,f p’mh
of hc; body above um'Lr Il‘a hun'ﬂn 1%
w::ub 10 g0 1hmunh q}mh anfﬂn!e.m e
they would be t1cn1ﬂ"d for thc: teaima’ 43 AR wi
wellas ihe ]}h}-hlﬂ"ﬂ !IH_]IIliLH 51'-..%3.' v..ﬁ
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The Elphant Sanctuary provides hanny endings for old, sicka
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Sissy’s sad history doesn't stop thepe. A k..l.[u.:‘ was later found
dead in her enclosure, and while there are no witiesses (here was
spoculation that she may have bech actung owl against abuse, A oo
ple miore mowes brought bher o the Bl Poo E-:'-l.:, where again she
wits beaten by her hamdlers. When video of these beatings hit the
becal pewvs, the public owery was overaheliming, That outery was
what 1".|'.:'|||'_'.' albewed ﬂ|5.13,"'- inEalion Lo |.'|:|:'|:|;'. o e Beter,

Sissy i one of eight Asian elephants who now call The Elephart
Sancuary near Hohemwald lome the beest oime they've known
since e lives of Ciplivity I'u,';_.ril.-l. Shes pitrt of in AMGEINE SUHCERS
story, When The Tennessee Magazine first featured the sanctuary,
siervier] 'In Menwether Lews Elecine O popernlive, in Juni: 195K, 18
only had 112 acres, two resident elephinis and two kegpers, co-
losrnlers and co=directors Caond Ree LI..}- il Soolt Blms, I Deccme

o M3, Buckley and Bluks were overseaimng i stafl of four keepers
anl three office |.'|:|[:I::|} s :"i.i“‘l. rogirmed 230 aones ."Innpl-:l.;- hir
buskbses Tarm, Jenny, Shirkey, Bunmy, Winkie and Tina, while the
sumcieary s mewest amivald, Delhd, watched teem from her quarntine
arca while munching tasty bambaoo.
Plams al that time were to open the
ni=w Afnican ebepham habitat onee all
ihe fencing and preparations wene
completed For the ammival of Fula,
Tange and Flora and expand the over-
all sunctuary 1o 2700 acres.

The ST i i sleoess oy thi
keps getting happicr,

“Thee mrust oy cowmses Tioam the
number of ebe |1I:. nils weve saved.”
Buckley savs. “They all have horriiie
histories and come with a lot of emo
|II|II|1| I'\.‘I' LR TIII."« (LS IIII‘I. I”'\h AL I.I
& when II'||.'.. armive here, b |I % only

2L | The Tennesses Magazine

Carol Buckley’s love for the
alephants in her care is evi-
dent each time she interacts
with them, Here, she caresses
Tarra, who she has cared for
since Tarra was a baby.
Below, she walks through the
pasture with Tarra, Winkie
and Stssy. She and Scott
Blais, previous pages, have
dedicated their lives to pro-
viding a safe, happy home
for elephants who've spent
their lives on display, such as
Bunny and Shirley, who are
standing behind them in the
sanctuary’s forested aroa.

a penteer of howrs befone 1hiy u.':lEI:. r.'|'|;||'||::-.'. The 1.!!:‘|1||.||'.‘.\ COMTITR=
micate, and cach tme the ransiison G 1% shoner”

Ihn.'l.ll."r-.' LR that even |.'|I_'E!|1ZII'I|I\. el have boen ;L;__';_:n;iw.i'“' n fhe
past seem W know that things are different when they armive at the
sl iuEry, she belseves e n'!'.'|1l1.i||1h ,|I||:.'uj:.' there tell the oew
arrival, “In's okay, You're going to ke it here,”

Even I!|:|r-l.|;._.'|1 nol adl the: clephants wem through the tmumas Si-p.:c
A, thénr hives m roos and carcuses wenen 't icieal I-'I.:|'.h.'t||l'-: arg herd
anirmaals, and many captive elephants hive to live their lives nlone. In
the walcl, elepharts walk 30-50 miles a day. In captivity, their move-
micnl 5 severely curtabed, TF they ore in o cincus environment, they
amg often chained. Being so confined leads w health probdems such
o o o, the: number one Killer of elephants in captivity.

Tinw whao samived ot the sancluary in August 20003, is one of the
elephunts whe has suffersd from foo problems even though she
was well loved and cared for and still kas a fan follewing in Canada
simce she was o long-time resident of e Greater Vancouver Zioo,

Even Barbara, who was one of the sanciary’s first rvo ele-
phants, lived much lenger than was
expected when e amived 3 the sane
tary. Shee had a clironic wiasting dis
case Endl had boen |IHIIIt‘_ 'l.l.n.'l;._:hl [or &
lomg tow when she poned Torr atthe
SnCAEry, Foe i e ader her amval,
she dctually goined weight — perhaps
hecanas ber life was 20 much happier.
She |.'|.'|!I'I|ll.'."|[:|' succumbied 1o her all-
ness in 2001, five vears after ammiving
a1 e S iy JIRKD |'u'-||:||,l'\-. amelier-
welgzhi

As evidence of Buckley’s pssention
thil the elephants are ke humans in
TTULTY WWILYS, "Zi-.q_'_c e VY snil



and depressed after Barbara™s death. And Toma often visits Bar-
bara’s grana:

When you talk to Bockley and Blaks, vou can tell that canng for
the elephants isn’t just a job. [t's a calling. Every action they take
and improvement they make is fior the elephanis® benefit. That
mcludes everything from allowing the elephams o come and po os
they phease 1o mot albowing visilors ab e sanchuany so the animals
aren’l stressed and can live like elephants should — nd on display
fior daily erowids.

It t=kes a lot of hours every day 1o 1ake care of the elephants, but
ey o secms b mind, Joanna Burke, lead keeper, savs working ai
the samciunry akes “commatment and a wemie of 'Din suppoced 1o
e hera" "

Yoo cian s the sxdness in all deelr eves when they talk about
clephants they haver'n vet boen able oo bring o the sanciuary, such
as e ones whe are owned by Delhi’s fommer
owner, Delln®s amval in lae November |1|l|‘:|||g|.’|[
the media spothight back on the smcluary again,
She was the first ebephant seiwed by the LLS,
Department of Agnculiure undar the Animal Wel-
Fire Act. Among the reasons Delha wis seiced
wils lnck of vetenmary care, chemical bums on
heer feet from whers they'd been dipped i undi-
luted formaldehyde and 8 serious case of foot rof,
Even though her mfecton is ndvineed and ber
cane will inyvolve antibeodics and painkillers in
essentuilly a hospice situation, she seems content
minw 15 shie walches the other elephants, takes
naps in the sun and explores her new home. And
like the other elephants, she hos o devoted folbow-
)18

To answer the public’s desire fo see Dielhi,
Tina and the other clephants, the sancinans Web
site has the BleCamy, o serbes of video canmseras
arpand the sanctuary that give live feeds of the
clephanis” movements. Amd plans are in the -
wirks to build an edweation cemter where visitors could learn more
abouit the sancteany's special residenes,

The dedication Buckley, Blxis and the rest of the sancioany’s siaff
anel widumnteers hasn'l gooe unnoticel, They e been featured on The
Discovery Channel, PBS, 2020 and CNN and in classsooms far and
wide through their videoconlferencing program. Buckley was select-
al as the guest of W ail O 2000 Giemiesas Aovands wiich MOCoKE-
nize those who've brought the most media artention o their cause,
She and Blags were naumed Time magazine Heroes for the Planet in
1995, But the two would never brag about these accomplishmens,
They want the focus to be on the e of the clephants at the sanciu-
ary angd on the pl ighl ol these sull in capvaty, Blius sayvs thal even
ihugh soarwe eleplants ane
T by thweir owners and
keepers, even some of the

Elephant Eden

The Elephant Sunctuasy's Wi sire, st i sifualions aren’t
| wwweelephants.com, has o reimen- iddieal.
d.nut armoard of nformation, isclud- 3o don'l have

iBR wiys yoa can help, IF you'd hike
1o mail & donation, send it lo: The
Elth Eu.rl:l:ua.rr. PO Beaex W03,
Hoherwalkl, T 38462,

cnough room o roam,” he
gays. “The elephants also
necd live vepelation amd a
propeer social group”
Peoqle ane ofien sur-
prised by the sanciuary™s
loscation, but the Middle
Tenmessee anca is aetually
miuch like the elephants’

noiurl habilat with pastunes, soodsd aneas, streams and ponds. The
sernpermbire monges ane also similar, Only in the coldest port of Jano-
ary do the elephants tend o stay inside ther heated bam.

A you might expect, caring for a herd of elephants is an
expensive underaking. The Elephant Sanctuary is a nonprofil
organization that is funded by denations from individuals and
groups, It receives no siate or federal funding. Feeding alone
takes a good chunk of change. For instance, Sissy, who eats the
least of all the clephants, consumes 100 pounds of hay or vegeta-

30 pounds of hand-mixed soaked whole grains and 20
poumds of fruits and vegetables a day. Food, dictary supplemends
and weterinary care cost ahaout 51000 a month per elephant.

There are a variety of ways individuals, businesses and
groups can help the sanctuary. Money, of course, is always
helpful. You can make a domation for a specific ilem oa the

sanciuary s wish list, buy and donate thar item, take pan in the
Feed an Elephant for a Day program or shop in the Our Crirls'
Gift Shop through the sanctuary™s Web site.

For those wanting o make even bigger gifls, Fexpueest infor-
mation abouwt becoming a VIP Paron, Por a minimuam 55000
annmyal gift for five years, you'll not only provide tremendous
help w the '-m'u!lual\' bt ].-l:‘b-ll Il also peceive a behind-the-scemes
uir aof ithe xmn.marg. "5 grounds and facilities and be able 1o alk
nor thee seaff, Bur in keeping wiath the sanctwary s mis<ion, the
wpur doesn 't include imeraction with the elephants. If vou see
them Mrom o discance, 0011 be an added bonus,

Tl sanchury alkwo hgis |||1|1:|i|:| ||1I+,:l||-.'|||i]:--.. ared voluniear |.|u:u1
throughout the year, While interns and volumeers are nol
allonvweed] conmtact wath thae .,'I.:|1I'|i||||~:. every ey il} e 4 i 2 E
i's paunting or teanng down barbwires fencing — helps the
sanectuary do more tor its curment ol futume respdents

“We've had an incredible volume of growth amd success,”
Buckley suys. "We've created a healthy spage.”

As Huckley hooks up to do a video conference with an ele-
mentiary school classroom hundreds of miles oway, you can tell
shie’s excited about sharing the sanctuary™s story with the
yvoungsters. That enthusicem is good news for the approximately
AN clephants still ol there in captivity, The Elephant Samcto-
ary will mever be able to help them all, but Buckley, Blais,
Burke and the rest of the sancluary’s stafl won't stop anyiime
goon in their mission for more happy endings and maore happy
elephunts. =
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